
 

Guidelines for Eulogies at Holy Family Parish 

A eulogy, consisting of the history or stories of the deceased, is best delivered at the funeral home or possibly 
the cemetery before the burial.  Your time at the funeral home is intended for spending time with family, greeting     
visitors, and exchanging with them your memories of the deceased. Here are some guidelines for crafting a        
eulogy. 

(A)     Tell one or two brief stories or anecdotes about the deceased. Instead of saying “Dear Joe was a kind 
man,” tell a brief story that illustrates his kindness or otherwise exemplifies what you want to say about 
the deceased. 

(B)     If the plan described above is not practical, write up what you have to say, photocopy it, and distribute it at 
the Funeral Home or to those who attend the Funeral. Long biographies, for example, are more easily 
absorbed in print than in a speech. Similarly, if a certain text or poem appeals to you, do not read it in 
place of a eulogy; instead, have your Funeral Director print it up and distribute it at the Funeral Home. 
Guests may appreciate the ability to take it home. 

(C)     Stay away from religious topics such as the Christian faith, moral lessons, Heaven, eternal life, etc. These 
are important at a Funeral, but they are the responsibility of the priest or deacon preaching. 

(D)     Write it out in advance. Even if you don’t plan to read it word for word from your paper, you’ll have a   
backup in case the emotion of the moment overcomes you.  You’ll also have a copy to file away in your 
scrapbook.  

(E)     If the family would like to have the eulogy at the funeral Mass, there are additional expectations:  
 

 1.  Only one person may speak, if possible, gathering suggestions from those among family and friends 
who wish to contribute. Note that the eulogy given at Mass occurs after the prayer after the distribution of Holy             
Communion. 
 

 2. The length should be no more than 3-4 minutes. The family and the person giving the eulogy should 
be prepared that if the eulogy goes on too long, the organist will be instructed to begin playing the closing Hymn. 
and at some point, the priest might ask the person to step away from the microphone for the conclusion of the 
Funeral Mass. The eulogy could be continued at the cemetery if there are important elements missed in the   
limited time. 
 

 3. The eulogy MUST be written in advance. It should be submitted to the funeral director along with the 
liturgy planning sheet with enough time for our parish funeral coordinator, Sr. Lynn Miller, to review prior to the 
funeral. If time is limited, a conversation should take place to coordinate that ability for her to review. If there is             
insufficient time to review the eulogy, it may be necessary to exclude it from the funeral Mass.  
 

 4. If the content is drifting far from the submitted text, or otherwise inappropriate, the priest might also 
ask the person to step away.  If these additional expectations seem too limiting, the alternatives of offering a   
eulogy at the funeral home, cemetery or luncheon following might be a better consideration. 
 

The additional guidelines for a eulogy during the funeral Mass will ensure that we maintain a faithfulness to the 
liturgy, in time and in content, balancing the love and mercy of Christ’s sacrifice for us all. For families that 
choose to have a eulogy, we hope these guidelines will assist them in their difficult time. Especially if no one in 
the family feels comfortable offering a eulogy, the family or a representative are encouraged to discuss their 
loved one with the priest or deacon offering the homily to include what he feels he can in it. 


